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The ' disclosure’ Link Relation Type
Abstract

This docunent specifies the 'disclosure’ link relation type. It
designates a list of IPR disclosures made with respect to the
material for which such a relation type is specified.

Status of This Meno

This docunent is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
publ i shed for informational purposes.

This docunent is a product of the Internet Engi neering Task Force
(IETF). It represents the consensus of the |IETF community. It has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
I nternet Engineering Steering Group (IESG. Not all docunents
approved by the | ESG are a candi date for any |evel of Internet

St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 5741.

I nformation about the current status of this docunent, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it nmay be obtai ned at
http://ww. rfc-editor.org/info/rfc6579

Copyright Notice

Copyright (c) 2012 I ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

This docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents
(http://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunent. Please review these docunents
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunent. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunent nust
include Sinplified BSD License text as described in Section 4.e of
the Trust Legal Provisions and are provided wi thout warranty as
described in the Sinplified BSD License.
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I ntroducti on

RFC 5988 [ RFC5988] defined a way of indicating relationships between
resources on the Web. This docunent specifies the 'disclosure’ |ink
relation type. It designates a list of |IPR disclosures made with
respect to the material for which such a relation type is specified.
Pl ease note that the term "patent disclosure" should be considered
synonynous with "I PR disclosure" for the purposes of ’'disclosure
link relation type semantics, as patent disclosures are a subset of

| PR di scl osures.

The WBC al ready mandates the use of the ’'disclosure’ link relation
type for links to patent disclosures in all its docunents. However,
it has long been used with no proper specification and registration
This docunent is to fill this gap and encourage w der use of the
"disclosure’ relation type. It fornmally specifies the existing
practice of use of the link relation type and registers it in the
registry created by RFC 5988.

Pl ease note that the 'disclosure’ relation type designates a
different resource than the ’'copyright’ type does; the latter refers
to the copyright statenent while the forner is used to reference a
list of patent disclosures. Please see RFC 5988 [ RFC5988] for nore
i nformati on on the 'copyright’ relation type.

Ter m nol ogy
The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",

"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in thi
docunent are to be interpreted as described in RFC 2119 [ RFC2119].
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2.

2.

"disclosure’ Link Relation Type

Whenever the 'disclosure’ relation type is used, the resource at the
target Internationalized Resource Identifier (IR) [RFC5988] MJST
represent a list of patent disclosures made with respect to the
material referenced by context IRI. This also covers the case of an
enpty list and a |ist containing one entry.

1. Exanples

This section provides an exanpl e of possible use of the ’disclosure’
relation type.

If the page <http://exanple.org/ipr/neta-spec/> contains a list of
pat ent di sclosures made with respect to the specification found at
<htt p: // exanpl e. or g/ specs/ net a- spec/ spec. html >, the latter would have
the follow ng fragnment of HTM. source code

<htm >
biéase visit
<a rel ="disclosure" href="http://exanple.org/ipr/neta-spec/">

the I PR page</a> for the list of patent disclosures nmade with
respect to this specification

</ htni >
In the case of Link header field, the HTTP response would contain the

foll owi ng header field:

Li nk: <http://exanple.org/ipr/neta-spec/>; rel ="discl osure"
title="Patent Disclosures List"

(Pl ease note that the actual header field will not contain the line
break and spaces after the 'rel’ parameter.)

Security Considerations
The ' disclosure’ relation type is truly believed not to raise any new

security issues that are not discussed in RFC 5988 for generic use of
the Web | i nki ng nechani sm
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4.

| ANA Consi derati ons
| ANA has registered the "disclosure’ link relation type in the "Link
Rel ations" registry, with a reference to this docunent, using the
foll owi ng tenpl at e:
0 Relation nane: disclosure

0 Description: Refers to a list of patent disclosures nmade with
respect to material for which "disclosure’ relation is specified.

o Reference: RFC 6579
Nor mat i ve Ref erences
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