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A Uni form Resource Nanme (URN) Nanespace for
t he European Broadcasting Uni on ( EBU)

Status of This Meno

This meno provides infornmation for the Internet conmunity. It does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

Abstract

Thi s docunent describes a Uni form Resource Nane (URN) nanmespace for

t he European Broadcasting Union (EBU) for nam ng persistent resources
defined within EBU techni cal docunmentation and Internet resources.
Exanpl e resources include technical documents and specifications,

eXt ensi bl e Markup Language (XM.) Schemas, classification schenes, XM
Docunent Type Definitions (DTDs), nanespaces, style sheets, nedia
assets, and other types of resources produced or nmanaged by the EBU.
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1. Introduction

The European Broadcasting Union (EBU) is the |argest non-for profit
pr of essi onal associ ati on of broadcasters worl dwi de and was
established in 1950. The Union has nore than 70 active nenbers in 55
countries in Europe, North Africa, and the Mddle East, and nore than
40 associate nenbers in 25 countries further afield. The EBU

negoti ates broadcasting rights for major sport events, operates the
Eur ovi si on and Euroradi o networks, organi zes program exchanges and
co- productions, and provides other operational and |egal support. It
provi des technical advice to its nenbers and favors the adoption of
standardi zed solutions in broadcast systens fromcontent ingest to
end-user delivery. EBU activities cover traditional broadcast and
new delivery nmedias, such as the Internet, for which a grow ng nunber
of resources are being devel oped.

The EBU woul d Ii ke to assign uni que, permanent, |ocation-independent
nanes based on URNs for sone resources it produces or nanages

Thi s namespace specification is for a fornmal nanespace.
2. Specification Tenpl ate

Nanespace | D

ebu
Regi stration I nformation

Version: 1
Dat e: 2007-02-20

Decl ared regi strant of the nanmespace:

Name: Jean-Pi erre Evain
Title: Seni or Engi neer
Affiliation: Eur opean Broadcasti ng Uni on ( EBU)
Addr ess: Anci enne Route 17a
CH 1218 Geneva
SW TZERLAND
Phone: +41 22 717 2734
Emai | : evai n@bu. ch

Decl aration of structure:
URNs assigned by the EBU will have the follow ng hierarchica

structure based on the organi zational structure of the EBU
resour ces
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urn: ebu: {cat egory}: {string}

where "{category}" is a US-ASCI| string that conforms to the
syntax of the <NID>, and "{string}" is a US-ASCI| string that
confornms to the syntax of the <NSS> [ RFC2141].

The individual URNs will be assigned by the EBU t hrough the
devel opnent process of EBU resources.

Rel evant ancillary docunentation

More informati on on the EBU and rel evant technical activities can
be found at http://ww. ebu. ch/ net adat a.

I dentifier and nanmespace uni queness consi derations:

The EBU understands the vital necessity for uniqueness and wl|
establish unique identifiers and nanespaces under the authority of
its netadata expert group under the auspices of the EBU Production
Management Conmittee to prevent re-assignation of existing
identifiers and nanespaces.

Identifier and nanmespace persistence considerations:

The European Broadcasting Union (EBU) shall ensure the
accessibility and persistence of all resources that are officially
assigned URNs by the organization, in particular upon suitable

del egation at the level of "{category}"s, and persistence of
category assi gnnent.

Process of identifier and nanespace assi gnnent:

The assignnment of identifiers and nanmespaces is fully controlled
and nanaged by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU).

Process of identifier resolution:

The owner will develop and naintain "URN catal ogues" that nap al
assigned URNs to Uni form Resource Locators (URLs) specifically to
enabl e Web-based resol ution of naned resources. 1In the future, an
interactive online resolution system may be devel oped to autonate
this process.

The owner will authorize additional resolution services as
appropri ate.
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Rul es for Lexical Equival ence:

The "{category}" is case-insensitive. Thus, the portion of the
URN:

urn: ebu: {cat egory}:

is case-insensitive for matches up to {category}. The renainder
of the identifier shall be considered case-sensitive; hence, URNs
are only lexically equivalent if they are also lexically identica
in the remaining "{string}" field.

Conf ormance with URN Synt ax:
No special considerations.

Val i dati on nechani sm
The owner will develop and naintain URN catal ogues. The presence
of a URNin a catalogue indicates that it is valid. Validation
shall nore particularly be done by a syntax grammar correspondi ng
to each "{category}".

Scope:
G oba

3. Examples

The followi ng exanpl es are not guaranteed to be real. They are
presented for pedagogi cal reasons only.

urn: ebu: et adat a: pnet a_2007
urn: ebu: et adat a- cs: Escort CS_2007

4. Nanespace Consi derations

The EBU devel ops and numintains netadata schemas and cl assification
schemes, which are made publicly available from
http://ww. ebu. ch/ netadata for integration or cross reference in
third party inplenmentations, technical specifications and standards.
Ref erence to the urn: ebu nanmespace shall be a guarantee of open
access and quality.

Furt hernmore, the value of well-defined namespaces is fully recognized

i ncluding for versioning purposes, which will be facilitated through
t he EBU mai nt enance of its own namespace dictated by the foll ow ng
rul es.
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URN assi gnnent procedures:

The individual URNs shall be assigned through the process of
devel opnent of EBU resources by the European Broadcasting Union

(EBU).
URN resol uti on/ del egati on

The resolution and del egation shall be determ ned through the
process of devel opnent of EBU resources by the European
Br oadcasting Uni on (EBU).

Type of resources to be identified:

Types of resources to be identified include XM. schema definition
files, classification schemes, and identification systens.

Type of services to be supported:

Types of services supported include controlled term|ookup in
classification schenes and resolution of IDs in identification
syst ens.

5. Community Consi derations

The EBU traditionally addresses the broadcasting community, but its
resources are nmade available to all interested parties.

Communities involved in offering content over new | P-based delivery
nmedi as such as via the Internet and nobile conmuni cati on networks, or
using IP infrastructures and Service-Oiented Architectures are

wel cone to use EBU resources. Metadata and content identifiers, for
whi ch the EBU mainly needs the urn:ebu namespace, play a key role in
content search and retrieval, end-to-end from content conmi ssioning
to user delivery.

Web services, search engines, and the senantic web are anong the core

technol ogi es that the EBU is now exploiting to access users in a
mul timedia multi-platformconnected worl d.

Evai n I nf or mat i onal [ Page 5]



RFC 5174 EBU URN May 2008

6.

8.

Potenti al beneficiary devel opi ng conmunities include:
a) Implementers and users of EBU resources.

Resources that conply with EBU specifications (including
schenas, instance docunents that conply with EBU schemas, and
the EBU default O assification Schenes) nay, by neans of the
regi stered nanmespace, becone exposed to the general Internet
and gain fromthe interoperability benefits of the Internet at
| ar ge.

b) I nplementers of other specifications that incorporate part or
all of avail able EBU resources.

URNs used to identify EBU resources may be used to enable their
inclusion in, and enhancenent of, other specifications while
mai ntaining, to a certain degree, interoperability with the EBU
(see a) above).

c) Inmplementers of other semantically related specifications that
do not directly incorporate part or all of EBU resources.

URNs used to identify EBU resources, such as identifiers of
ternms within default Cassification Schenes, may enabl e
interoperation with other senantically deternined

speci fications (including present and future netadatal/resource
description and ontol ogy specifications) of relevance to EBU

i npl ement ati on comunities (see a) and b) above).

Security Considerations

The portion of the URN, urn:ebu:{category}:, is case-insensitive for
mat ches up to {category}.

O herwi se, there are no additional security considerations other than
those normally associated with the use and resolution of URNs in
gener al

| ANA Consi derati ons
The 1 ANA has registered the formal URN nanespace 'ebu’ (38) to the
EBU within the I ANA registry of URN NI Ds, according to the
registration tenplate in Section 2.

Nor mat i ve Ref erences

[ RFC2141] WMpats, R, "URN Syntax", RFC 2141, My 1997.
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Aut hor’ s Addr ess

Jean-Pierre Evain

Eur opean Broadcasti ng Uni on
Techni cal Depart nent

L’ anci enne route 17A

CH 1218 G and- Saconnex (GE)
SW TZERLAND

Phone: +41 22 717 2734

Fax: +41 22 74 74 734
EMmi | : evai n@bu. ch
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C The | ETF Trust (2008).

This docunment is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGAN ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR |'S SPONSCORED BY (I F ANY), THE | NTERNET SCCI ETY, THE | ETF TRUST AND
THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS
OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF
THE | NFORVATI ON HEREI'N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE.

Intell ectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intellectual Property Rights or other rights that nmight be clained to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunent or the extent to which any |icense under such rights

m ght or might not be available; nor does it represent that it has
made any independent effort to identify any such rights. [Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC docunents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copi es of I PR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nade available, or the result of an
attenpt nade to obtain a general |icense or permission for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this
specification can be obtained fromthe | ETF on-line |IPR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr.

The 1ETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that may cover technology that may be required to inpl enent
this standard. Please address the information to the |ETF at
ietf-ipr@etf.org.
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