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Announcenent OF A (Tentative) Workshop
On Multi Site Executive Prograns

An executive programis one which accepts and interprets conmmands from a
user, calling upon other prograns to provide the resources required to
satisfy each command. There is currently interest in making resources on
the ARPANET available to the user via a standard, conversationa

facility which one might call an ARPANET Executive. Wth such a facility
a user at a Host site or a TIP could conveniently access a w de range of
resources at other sites without mastering the idiosyncrasies of each
Host operating systemwhich is contributing resources.

For exanple, the ARPANET executive could make it possible to locate (by
nane) a user |ogged in anywhere on the network and to establish a
teletype link to that user in order to engage in an on-line dialogue. It
could also provide status information on the subnet and on all Hosts,
on-1ine ARPANET news service, on-line collections of trouble reports,
etc. The range of possible services is practically unlinmted once a
basic structure is devised for calling upon these services.

Maj or areas of interest here are:
1. How can the interfaces to resources of interest be standardized so
as to be accessible by "server" processes;

2. How can conmuni cations with such server processes be standardi zed?
(an ARPANET Executive protocol ?)

3. To what extent can the conversational user interface be standardized
in the user processes? (an ARPANET Executive | anguage?)

4. How can access authentication and accounting procedures be nodified
to pernit a user to "login" only once, yet use resources at nany
Host sites?

If you are interested in discussing these and rel ated issues forward
your nanme to Bob Thomas (BTHOVAS @BN- TENEX), Bolt Beranek and Newnan,
Inc., 50 Moulton Street, Canbridge, Massachusetts 02139, (617) 491-1850,
extension 483. |If there is sufficient response, a Wrkshop (tentatively
pl anned for April) wll be hosted by the BBN TENEX and BBN TI P groups
The Workshop will permt participants to present relevant work and to

di scuss the issues raised above.
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In the meantine, an exanple of an executive programwhich interprets a
limted set of commands in a nulti-site context is available for
experinental use by TIP and TENEX users. The "N' command of the TIP and
t he RSEXEC (Resource Sharing Executive) subsystem on TENEX, provide
command interpretation in the context of TENEX and I TS sites. Users
whose access to the network is neither via a TIP or a TENEX may use the
RSEXEC by directing their user TELNET to |ICP to socket 367 (Cctal) at

BBN- TENEX.
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